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Grant, Dorothy Fremont. Food. Longmans, 
Green. May 18, 1949. 282p. $3.00. 


Mrs. Grant’s seventh book novel that turns from the 
historical material that has recently occupied her con- 
temporary life for its material. gentle and kindly 
satire the misguided efforts modern youth form 
independent code life unhampered old-fashioned 
ideas and modes. Combined with these elements 
trenchant attack the hollow intellectualism that mas- 
querades higher education some so-called progressive 
institutions. 


Betsy Lyman, strange contrast the solicitous rearing 
provided her mother, Marcia Lyman, who zealous 
convert Catholicism, completely impatient with 
dogma and resolved lead her own life, make her own 
decisions, form her own beliefs. seventeen she finds 
the opportunity when, radio contest, she 
wins scholarship Sherwood College, known for its 
ultra-liberal faculty. Against Marcia’s objections, she 
accepts: “I’m going free form own opinions: 
church, school, adults are going tell what 
think.” 


Sherwood proves fertile soil for these aspirations, and 
Betsy quickly develops hodge-podge sophisticated 
atheism, pragmatism, and positivism. True, there are 
deficiencies even Sherwood: ostracism the students 
because her airs, the necessity agreeing with agnostic 
Dr. Oswald get satisfactory grade philosophy, the 
expediency attendance the president’s religious ser- 
these are types pressure for conformity that 
contradict the principle complete freedom the college 
supposedly champions. But Rurick Stanley, brilliant pro- 
fessor political science, adequate compensation. 


Though privately more interested her body than her 
mind, Stanley fosters her cleverly that 
wins her infatuation despite disapproval all her 
friends. And when, after preliminary readings free 
love, proposes trip San Francisco, Betsy accepts. 


Disillusionment follows quickly, and her idol crashes 
amid drunken beatings, profane insults, and promiscuity 
with other women. Betsy does not enjoy this full-blown 
demonstration personal liberty, and she retreats 
New York with her dreams broken but pride intact. 


Marcia, meantime, who has followed her daughter’s sad 
course spasmodic reports, has regretfully refused 
intervene; she reasons that only voluntary return 
can permanent stability achieved. Disheartened, pen- 
niless, and unemployed, Betsy stubbornly refuses seek 
help from her family. Through Annie Donovan the 
slums, however, she learns the saintliness humble 
charity. And series other vicissitudes growing out 
meager job sordid saloon eventually show her the 
cheapness her own values contrast Annie’s. Later 
the pregnancy Helen, another friend the slums, 
proves Betsy that true freedom possible only under 
law and religion. She persuades Helen enter Cath- 
olic home and love the expected baby. This act 
charity clears away Betsy’s own pride finally, and con- 
tritely she returns Marcia with the last words the 
book, “You told not say again, but 
sorry.” 


The highest merits the novel are its sound thinking 
and fluent pleading common 
suffers somewhat from predictable plot that bit 
tenuous for the length the book. the minor char- 
acters—Amy, twin sister Betsy; Aunt Emma; Uncle 


rr 
May 
May 


Jim, who wants marry Marcia; Tom Lynch, early 
boy friend—were developed more intimately into the 
main story, the submergence incident extended talk 
that does not advance action would overcome. 
the other hand, avoidance narrative complexity may 
Mrs. Grant’s conscious means emphasizing the issues 
involved. Betsy’s prodigal career necessitates the use 
some unsavory characters and improper situations, but 
they are used solely for moral effects that are soundly 
conceived. The purpose the story one that must 
achieved chiefly among readers college age; both 
them and adults the novel recommended for its whole- 
some view problem that real and contemporary 
the radio quiz show that precipitates the whole story. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 


Cleveland 18, Ohio 


BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—JUNE 
SELECTION 


Miller, Arthur. Death Salesman. Viking. May 
18, 1949. 139p. $2.50. 


Acclaimed the best new play the 1948-1949 season, 
Death Salesman already best-seller among theatre- 
goers, and probably will meet more than ordinary suc- 
cess the book-sellers. Mr. Miller, author the critically 
acclaimed All Sons and less successful novel, Focus, 
has written affecting and skilful play that almost 
all scores deserves the acclaim has received. Almost; 
the one reservation made being that the tragedy 
completely negative its final effect. Somewhere, some- 
time, there must some redemptive power which 
even self-deluded man like Willy Loman can find hope 
for survival defeat. Perhaps there hint hope 
and the redemptive power love the character 
Linda Loman, Willy’s understanding and patient and 
admiring wife. But, accepted its face value, Death 
Salesman still stands upright and firm witness 
against the monumental bourgeois stupidity commer- 
cialism. 


Willy Loman sixty years age beginning realize 
that failure; and that his failure due his 
self-delusion, his pretensions glory. has been 
competent salesman who depended mostly 
approach, his “friendly” spirit. The two sons, whom 
hopes much, have been blighted his own false 
confidence. His tragedy that they, least one 
them, the one had the highest hope for, realize that 
they are not all had pretended they were; and their 
bitter denunciation him drives him finally the ulti- 
mate weakness, suicide. Author Miller does not present 
suicide here solution. the final weakness 
weak man. The disillusion which his favorite son had 
met when, his moment need runs ask his 
father’s help and finds him entertaining another woman, 
the basis their long antipathy. had excused 
himself, rationalized that weakness, hidden his betrayal 
from his wife; who forgave him even though she suspected 
the truth. Linda Loman touchingly fine characteriza- 
tion. Asa play, the action planned move easily from 
present past ingenious single setting. Long after 
had finished its long run Broadway, Death 
Salesman will popular little theatre stages. 


Grant Miller Colby 
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quite likely that will one the best plays this 
decade, when judged some ten years from now. 


Colby, Merle. The Big Secret. Viking. 
$3.00. 


The elect Washingtonians whom aims his 

sides aren’t going like Mr. Colby’s treatise little 

For through transparent smog satire, Capitol City 

morals, manners and political machinations take worse 

under his typewriter than the British Bunker 
ill. 


The “big secret” itself refers the plausibility iron 
curtain caution being leveled around the atomic bomb 
and subsequent scientific findings America—a curtain 
which Colby’s fictional hero sees arbitrary bloc 
the freedom research, enforced not facto for reasons 
national security, but the interests pressure groups, 


May 


Daniel Upstead, conscientious, insignificant physicist 
from Borwick College Maine, the Don Quixote 
whom the author pits against these windmills 
strung government. visit Washington attend 
the spring meeting the National Physical Association, 
Dan learns proposed Executive Order which, once 
endorsed the President, would effect virtual mora- 
torium the publication most scientific discoveries 
made this country for indefinite period. 


Incensed the implications the Order and the 
tion how its enactment would strangle any real scien- 
tific progress halter red tape, Dan opens one-man 
war against the would-be keepers the flame, the smooth 
operating lobbyists, the war-mongering militarists, and 
the bureaucrats crying wolf who are out fatten their 
personal bank accounts. His friends—Volney Hatcher, 
White House secretary; Yancy Cullum, owner, proprietor 
and driver the single hack We-Are-Veterans Cab 
and Nancy Bascomb, statistician with the Bureau 
Industrial Research—are small people, like himself, the 
poor but honest strata society. But the counter 
nition offers some the slipperiest brains Washington, 
including the smart politicians who call the plays and 
their ghost writers who feed the public 
gobble-degook innuendo prepare them for the next 
move. 
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his fight reach the President and convince him 
the decadent superstructure the Order, Dan succeeds 
making enemies all the elite and influential. His 
innocent motives finally land him summons 
before the Skimmerhoff Committee Associations and 
Thoughts Senatorial investigating body snidely 
ered SCAT because its bizarre witch hunts for subver 
sive activities). 


While parts Mr. Colby’s book are tedious rationalization 
and soap box oratory, and others are badly crude, 
gar, vindictive, there still enough truth scare 
the living daylights out any sincerely thoughtful reader 
who continues believe the original dream 
racy. For the observations the author, the kind 
beautiful fraud instead the “government the people 
was meant be. 

worl 
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Adults, read and wonder! 


Lois Slade, 
Dubuque, Iowa 
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Left, Right and Center. 
Henry Regnery. 


Conflicting 
May 


Lens, Sidney, 
Forces American Labor. 


18, 1949. 445p. $4.00. 


This frank, realistic, and thoughtful description the 
struggle ideas and men for control the American 
labor movement bound set hundred small con- 
troversies raging. The writer, himself union member 
(and not confused with Sidney Lenz, the bridge 
expert), constantly interprets his history writes 
conformity with his own economic and social views, 
which not backward stating. 


The author gives good deal historical background 
about American revolutionary movements general and 
rather complete description the successive rise and 
disappearance the early labor unions. doing 
tries develop thesis concerning the 
leaders workers. Leaders play consider- 
able part the labor movement, but they must operate 
within the limits the objective situation. When over 
period time their wishes not reflect those the 
workers, corrective appears, saturation process 
which the average worker absorbs pragmatically and sub- 
consciously the lessons his time, and which periodically 
causes him explode into decisive action.” Lens has 
very little use for “uplift unionism” the type repre- 
sented the Knights Labor. condemns Powderly, 
for example, for subordinating the fight for eight-hour 
day just distribution ownership and equitable 
currency system. likewise adversely criticizes the con- 
servative unionism that cannot see beyond hours and 
wages, but seems completely blind the desir- 
ability possibility building new social order that 
will reduce the necessity class struggle. solution, 
the contrary, put the union politics greater 
degree than today, that union men will actually hold 
offices the government. 


The reader will experience some difficulty following 
Lens’ definition the “left,” and “‘center.” First, 
because insists putting the Stalinists the center. 
lengthy history the growth Communism 
classifies Stalin reactionary from Leninism who 
content leave the main features the capitalistic sys- 
tem intact. his claim that Communists who have 
infiltrated into the American labor movement have often 
betrayed its progressive elements favor reactionary 
capitalism. This raises fundamental problem, with 
which cannot deal here, the ultimate aims the 
present Communist party—is composed opportunists 
interested merely perpetuating bureaucracy, are 
the many compromises and inconsistencies policy only 
and strategic war stages toward the final 
ideal? 


the right, course, are conservative and respected 


leaders like Lewis, Murray, and Green, along with host 
racketeers the business feather their own nest, 
often selling out capital. the left the Stalinists 
the writer places men like Walter Reuther, Emil Mazey, 
and George Baldanzi, who, says, must break loose 
from control the right they are achieve any real 
victories for labor. 

work complete this cannot help noting the 
lack attention given the Association Catholic 
Trade Unionists, the educational programs and policies 
many Catholic and non-Catholic colleges now operating 


Lens MacManus Burton 


the field labor-management relations, the force 
the Papal encyclicals, topics now being treated rather 
frequently even non-Catholic periodicals. contrast 
the A.C.T.U. program, Lens’ plan for the future looks 
almost cynically inadequate. calls for amalgamation 
craft unions into industrial unions, creation unions 
for unemployed, and the general strengthening unions 
for their fight the battlefield politics. Rather than 
seeking means diminishing class struggle, would seem 
extending into yet another field. 


spite the defects viewpoint, this book avoids petty 
attacks the motives personalities individuals, but 
without destroying the value its picture unions the 
concrete, historical order, not the bloodless, abstract 
entities presented too many books about labor. 


Clifford Lewis, 
Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 


* * 


The Well the World’s End 
Devin-Adair. May 25, 1949. 


MacManus, Seumas. 


and Other Folk Tales. 
189p. $2.50. 


have heard that there some sort association 
ban fairy tales from the nursery and from life. must 
live only the actual world. must think only 
the real things. actual and real, think fine case 
might made out for the actuality and reality the 
fairy world. Anyway, Mr. MacManus fortunately never 
joined the aforementioned association—so have this 
delightful little volume. 


Close your eyes the present. Close your ears the 
pressing. Rub your face with fancy. Dip your little head 
whimsy. Then you will meet old friends old and 
better days. They are all there waiting for you—the 
Giant with three heads, the poor lad under the charm, 
the poor lass who bewitched, the magpie that talks 
and the glorious ride the rim the world. These little 
and big people must surely Irish but you don’t have 
Irish fall under their charm. may have 
people. 


What lovely, lovely world, where the goodies always 
win and the badies always lose! Wouldn’t you like 
vear the Sword Sharpness, and don the Shoes Swift- 
ness and wrap yourself the Cloak Darkness? 
cynic might say this escapism. That may be—but 
fun. And what fairy ever worried about cynic? Some- 
how seems that there must have been bit heavenly 
inspiration floating around when the first man thought 
the first fairy. Recommended for all who like good tale 
told master—except those who have not grown old 
enough young. They can only swallow their truth 


wrapped syllogism. 
John Lenny, S.J., 


Scranton Preparatory School 


Burton, Katherine. The Next Thing. 
May 18, 1949. 246p. $3.00. 


Fans Katherine Burton will happy about her latest 
publication. she talks about herself, and since she 
pleasant, chatty, well-bred person with decent reti- 


Longmans. 
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cence for personal and family affairs, the conversation 
though one-sided entertaining. Roughly, the book falls 
into three parts: her chilhood, college, year teaching, 
courtship and early married life; her religious experiences 
and conversion Catholicism; Church celebrities she has 
known the flesh, and those others she has made known 
thousands readers through her biographies. 


There is, for example, much about Dr. Selden Delany 
and Monsignor MacMahon; somewhat less about Fr. 
George Ford, Dorothy Day, Baroness Hueck, and Fr. 
Harold Purcell. 

The account her writing career—as assistant editor 
McCalls and department writer for Sign, and biog- 
rapher nine times over—permit her not only review 
her experiences but recapitulate outstanding phases 
these works. couple instances, where later de- 
velopments seem call for it, she seizes the opportunity 
explain and justify her stand earlier publications. 
There the incident the publicity and approval given 
the rhythm method contraception her Sign page, and 
discreet relation the subsequent banning the theory 
the New York archdiocese. There also the implicit 
apologia for failure include her life Rose Haw- 
thorne Lathrop data from the latter’s diary, diary the 
biographer knew existed but which was withheld from 
her and later turned over Theodore Maynard for his 
work. reader will begrudge her the inclusion the 
small fact about Mother Alphonsa’s life which escaped 
Maynard turn. 


With the exception brief story about her son’s war 
experiences, there reference family affairs 


later years. 


Chiefly, the book recounts her travels over the road 
faith. Baptized Lutheran, she attended the Methodist 
church because their library had the Flaxie Frizzle and the 
Dottie Dimples books. With her aunt she explored Bap- 
tists, Episcopalians and Catholics. Married the Epis- 
copal church, she affiliated herself with that group until 
after Dr. Delany’s when she too became 
Catholic. 


There much anecdote, both personal 
Occasional verses from F.P.A.’s column are quoted, and 
she never makes the mistake calling them poetry. The 
work more brilliant profound than her earlier 
works, but intelligent and readable and interesting. 


Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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Davis, Beulah Land. 
1949. 314p. $3.00. 

Taken out its embellished framework, Beulah Land 
just simple story adventurous quartet they 
faced the unknown perils the course the 
you forget all about its possible inner meanings and mes- 
suffering love, and accept easy-moving narrative, 
you will enriched some outstanding prose com- 
mendable quality. 

About decade before the Civil War, Ewen Warne, 


together with his half-Indian daughter, Ruhama, fled from 


Morrow. May 23, 


Davis Goldring 


Best 


the North Carolina mountains where had killed one mor 
the Cargill clan, among whom his other daughter 
being reared. him went Sedaya, outcast expl 
kee woman, under whose spell had fallen, and 
wani, white youth raised Indian. Theirs was 
odyssey they sought escape, journeying down the 
and across the plains. Sedaya the first claimed 
death soon after she had borne Warne another 
Then, when finally believed that was longer 
hunted fugitive, Warne was made pay for his 
avenged one the Cargills. cultural 
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Ruhama and Askwani, more than children themselves, 
left with the baby, continue the sad trek toward Indian 
Territory across the Oregon Trail. Having accomplished 
his mission bringing Ruhama safety 
maternal kin, Askwani sets out find the murderer 
the man who had befriended him. Years pass, and 
Ruhama, the belief that her love for the youth was 
being spurned, goes through marriage ceremony with 
worthless gambler. Her hopes for his early death are 
fulfilled when killed while fighting the war that 
has then reached their sector. Thus made possible the 
happy ending. 


There nothing spectacular this account the rigors 
and hardships early pioneer life. fact, some 
readers might appear suffer somewhat from com- 
paratively tenuous plot. But not without certain 
excellent features, most notably its author’s ability 
write fluently with deep appreciation and understanding 
the characters brings life. Coupled with this 
revealed unhurried prose not marred the stark 
realism which most historical novels flounder. 
sure there are some objectionable items the work and 
occasional instances coarseness, but they are not sen- 
sationally dwelt upon glorified. They are not gross 
vitiate its reading adult audience. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York City 
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The Life 


Goldring, Douglas. Trained for Genius. 
May 


and Writings Ford Madox Ford. Dutton. 
23, 1949. 288p. $3.75. 


Douglas Goldring has made this biography 
attempt rescue Ford from the obscurity for which 
seems destined. That succeeds questionable. Ford 
Madox Ford, versatile Edwardian and Georgian man 
letters, was grandson Ford Madox Brown, the eminent 
pre-Raphaelite, and his boyhood saw and heard such 
luminaries the Rossettis, William Morris, Swinburne. 
His father was music critic the London Times. 
rounded all sides art, music, poetry, painting, Ford 
was “trained for genius.” But the training never raised 
Ford above respectable mediocrity. When Ford was 
fifty years old, the American Mencken snorted: “This 
Ford, Hueffer (Hueffer was the paternal name which 
Ford dropped favor his grandfather’s) has been 
promising young man England for thirty 
would seem fair estimate the work that Ford 
produced—some fair poems, trio passable novels 
(the Tietjens string), and the good criticism Between St. 
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one more successful Goldring’s effort whitewash 
rather hopelessly involved private life. Goldring 
ast explain but cannot justify Ford’s failure hus- 
and and friend. nominal Catholic, poor Ford was 
relations with four women during his life- 
the wife and three ladies-in-waiting. One the 
was the garrulous Violet Hunt, who must have 
holy terror her generation. Ford’s friends, too, 
longer him quietly but firmly led his quasi-Bohe- 
his quasi-intellectual life and around the fashionable 
cultural spas England, the Continent, and America. 
There doubt that Ford Madox Ford had some 
talent. His services editor The English Review were 
introduced (in that and later publica- 
tions) men like Conrad, Pound, Hemingway. But just 
often encouraged non-entities. There small 
doubt, likewise, that Ford, man, rose and fell the 
common level wallowing humanity. But these truths, 
which Goldring presents with admirable honesty and 
praiseworthy motive, not add “genius” for Ford, 
writer man. Requiescat pace. 

Joseph Belvedere, 

Department English, 

University Scranton 
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George Fielding. Russia Strikes. Bobbs- 
Merrill. Apr. 18, 1949. 252p. $2.75. 
cold analysis future war does not make very pleas- 
this reading. Unfortunately, world conditions emphasize 
the possibility war and hence make book this 


nature necessary. The author treats the reasons why 
war danger, and the strategic factors governing war 
1949-1952. These time limitations are chosen for two 
the possibility that the Soviet may have atomic 
weapons 1952; and the chance that after that time, 
political economic changes may alter the present power 
further consideration the possibility that 
internal changes may occur the Politburo, war post- 
poned beyond the next few years. 


work and 

not sen- 
gross 


Mr. Eliot contends that within the time studied, the tide 
running against the U.S.S.R. war 1949 would 
have better chance success for the Soviets than war 
1951. This year might have some difficulty 
mounting devastating air assault upon the centers 
Soviet power. would lose most Europe and might 
have trouble retaining footholds the Middle East. 
1950, might hold the Rhine, but 1949 the Pyre- 
nees and the Island Great Britain would our only 
hope. could certainly hold Turkey next year, but 
only with much difficulty this year. 
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ard such 
The author analyses the reasons why Russia might fight, 
es. the possible lines attack Western Europe, 


Scandinavia, and the Middle East. sees likeli- 
hood Asiatic war, but does predict invasion 
Alaska. This latter would not serious unless atomic 
weapons were available the enemy. The new sub- 
marines could troublesome nearby bases were held. 
They would less threat based Murmansk. 
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held that the near future, American and British air 
Power could cripple Russia and leave her invading armies 
largely without military supplies. They could then 
attacked and destroyed piecemeal, without large-scale 


destruction Western Europe. The author favors wide- 


Eliot O’Brien 


spread attack key Soviet objectives, using atomic 
weapons. But also counsels the preparing conven- 
tional military weapons, case the atomic attack were 
not decisive. 

The book quite successful meeting its clearly defined 
purpose. only one point would the reviewer take ex- 
ception. The author seems dismiss the danger 
war for limited objectives (pp. 120-121) involving more 
risk the Soviets than would worth. the re- 
viewer, the contrary, this seems the greatest im- 
mediate danger. possible that the Soviet might test 
our resolution attack Turkey, Iran even Nor- 
way. our response likewise limited, the pattern 
Greece, might well trapped into wasting our 
resources and disillusioning our allies, without achieving 
any real results. Only when the Atlantic Pact comple- 
mented Mediterranean Pact, with attack any 
nation being signal for all-out intervention, could 
hope deter the Soviet from attempting further aggressive 
moves. 


Nor should the prediction that our air power could defeat 
Russia lull into complacency. The great danger today 
that may outmaneuvered the German situa- 
tion, and that the Soviet Union might consummate 
alliance with the Reich. German skill were united 
Soviet resources, the result would ultimately un- 
beatable force. But cleverly managed alliance might 
never afford casus belli until the balance power were 
clearly with world communism. 


Within the field chosen the author, the book quite 
successful. recommended all readers. 


Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


O’Brien, John The Road Damascus. 
day. May 26, 1949. 248p. $2.50. 


Father O’Brien includes, between his introductory and 
concluding chapters, the personal accounts their ap- 
proach and entrance into the Church fifteen notable 
recent converts. The list includes Evelyn Waugh, Fulton 
Oursler, Rosalind Murray (Mrs. Arnold Toynbee), Gretta 
Palmer, Theodore Maynard, the late Senator Robert 
Wagner, Sheila Kaye-Smith, Professor George Harrison, 
Owen Francis Dudley, Frances Parkinson Keyes, Professor 
Ross Hoffman, Douglas Hyde, Willis Nutting, Clare 
Boothe Luce, and Father Raphael Simon, O.C.S.O. 


These autobiographical stories are inspiring and stimulat- 
ing, and will prove interesting and refreshing Cath- 
olics non-Catholics. They represent, miniature, 
the wonderfully divers ways which the Spirit works; 
and they reflect deep distress the soul the faithless 
modern. almost every instance, dissatisfaction and 
dis-ease with the shallowness and rootlessness modern 
philosophy, social and moral, was the beginning the 
Way—a way often long and painful, beset harrowing 
doubt and self-probing—to peace Faith. One the 
most interesting and challenging Miss Gretta Palmer’s 
story; one the most simple and sublime that Fathe 
Raphael Simon, O.C.S.O., (Trappist), who had been 
Dr. Kenneth Simon, M.D., successful Jewish psychiatrist. 
But all, each its own way, revelation beauty 
sought and found, divine love enkindled human 
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heart. For its many-facetted reflections light for the 
soul, this book real gem, and should favorite for 
folks give their friends any faith. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


Houghton, Mifflin. 


Marsh, Apr. 


21, 1949. 314p. $2.75. 


Ho-hum, here’s another thesis the sex life flower 
passion. 


With Irene, case “lust first the 
original impression never changes for the better. All the 
answers the book jacket’s melodramatic opener, “What 
happens when respectable bank clerk marries 
tute?” are graphically (pornographically, that is) supplied 
lurid detail. The over-all results read the author 
retired his typewriter under the influence heavy 
pipe hasheesh and banged out for posterity every per- 
verted fancy that entered his imagination. 


“Corrupt and common, but with vital grasp, Irene 
beyond good and evil,” the publishers describe her. And 
that covers it, too—or how crude can you get? The 
creature warped Freudian complex, she romps blithely 
through her miscellaneous indiscretions until the final 
pages, when sudden inexplainable burst conscience 
plummets her suicide. 


wonder Mr. Marsh were actually serious when 
made the statement quoted the back cover, the 
effect that “Writing the only activity care two cents 
about. I’ve been writing ever since was thirteeen, and 
thirty-four, just beginning learn something 
about it.” 


Judging from the present unmitigated tripe, garnished 
clichés and claptrap, might seem advisable 


begin again. 
Lois Slade, 
Dubuque, 


Nemerov, Howard. The Melodramatists. Random 


House. Apr. 1949. 338p. $3.00. 


Mr. Nemerov has encouraging possibilities stylist 
satire, not practitioner the highly brittle, rarely 
accomplished, form the novel ideas. The Melo- 
dramatists set Boston the beginning the war, 
that special, half fictitious Boston the Harvard under- 
graduate: dives Atlantic Avenue and debutantes near 
the Esplanade, nauseously arty parties the Hill and 
the great hostile sea barbarous Irish. The book is, 
however, not Boston novel, genre now comfortingly 
stylized the tea ceremonial. one exception its 
characters are obvious caricatures what 
sumed universal types, types plausible in, but hardly 
special the world George Apley and James Curley. 
The one specific Bostonian the father the two post- 
deb ingenues whose disparate and desperate search for 
intellectual and emotional security provides the parable 
the contemporary chaos systematic thought; Nicholas 
Boyne (and some extent, his complaisant cuckold 
son) effective parody the Marquand hero. 
the other hand, Susan and Claire Boyne, the ambigiously 
Anglo-Celtic sound whose name suggests specific in- 
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habitants the Hearst society columns, are untrue 
form Boston debutantes. Instead working off thei 
inhibitions wearing semi-military uniforms 
Friday Symphony, going off the Grenfel 
taking society singing and susceptible waiters the 
old Ritz Roof the days before became private play 
pen for really small children, the Boyne girls talk and 
think with the tedious seriousness couple 
graduate students. 


Nemerov’s painstaking and rather painful study 
moral and intellectual chaos our decade much mor 
interesting exercise the various satiric forms, pro 
viding clever paraphrase several notable figures and 
giving the reader the same pleasure recognition 
autobiographical themes Strauss’ Domestic Symphony 
than for the light apparently intended throw 
doctrinal and ethical issues. For, cathartic commentary 
The Melodramatists not much more than the 
fully jaundiced indifference Harvard undergraduat 
projected into post-adolescent, but essentially pre-adult 
despair, frenzy non-committal irony. reveals— 
what Swift has come considered pathological— 
fascination with the inevitable nasty details life; the 
scatological content the supporting imagery abou 
high the novels Céline. Nemerov’s real 
certainly not the mechanical Huxleyean juxtaposition 
opposing schools thought: this case, 
humorless Catholicism stands against what sounds like 
the assorted jargon psychiatry, comparative religion 
and Lawrence. Nor the author’s future promis 
contradictory social types: nuns and prostitutes, pries 
and psycho-analyst, the music the brothel and the nasa 
chant the cloister. suppose the deft After Many 
Summer Dies the Swan and Decline and Fall 
heavy any current attempt ingenu satire. think 
debt that might better have not been incurred, the 
author had made more accurate estimate his 
talents. 

The most rewarding moments, the case 
Marquand portraiture which opens the fable, are 
those providing the kind stylistic and intellectual pare 
phrase that Pope would call “imitation.” There are thre 
set pieces highly literate parody which make the book 
worth while for readers interested that highly civilized 
kind entertainment. One admirable 
Rabelais’ regula for the Abbey Théléme: here 
idealistic formula applied show something like the 
decline the age the artificiality its sin—the sym 
bolic formalities, the elaborate camouflage 
ritualistic chastity required for obscene stimulus 
refined brothels decadent culture. find 
tacit strictures the impotency effete viciousness 
deadly anything Juvenal Persius. fact, 
sickening picture party life kind extension 
material from the Silver Poets. 
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The two other neo-classical “imitations” older works 
have important part motivating the main action 
the first the quite elaborate modernization 
Swift’s Tale Tub. This time the tub the satisfyingly 
warm bath Nicholas Boyne, whose Yankee mind has 
suddenly snapped. Ranged outside the symbolically 
site doors the locked bathroom from which the old 
man refuses emerge are the rival persuasive efforts 
Jesuit assisted Episcopalian cleric, and physician 
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with charlatan psychiatrist. The practical vic- 
goes the forces religion, who use the simple, 
ynspiritual method breaking the door with the con- 
aid Irish butler who suffers from will 
and murderous instincts. The latter moral 
intellectual neutral who eventually enrolls the 
commercialized evil. The shock from the battle 
the bathroom drives Claire, who has found sex unsatis- 
factory, the confessional, and her reluctantly virginal 
Susan, the messy bed the psychoanalyst, who 
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auch out her potentialities for indiscriminate nympho- 

forms, mania and profitable patient for the Viennese 

igures and nostrums. 


The climax the fable reached the end the third 
these accomplished elaborate colloquy 
the real nature love which burlesques unmercifully 
the tepid formalities Castiglione’s The Courtier. The 
the modern discussion and the almost automatic 
lack accommodation among the participants, their col- 
failure come satisfactory definition terms 
san effective revelation the current impasse between 
Catholicism and amorphous modernism. major 
debater, the Jesuit and the psychoanalyst, argues from the 
middle context that completely alien the other; 
naturally meeting minds possible. the scuffle, 
the nymphomaniac liberal ingenue killed the moral 
butler and Claire decides not become Catholic, re- 
the kind pious irony which Renan advocated 
“personal reprisal” against the Eternal. 
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exercises satiric form, these crucial episodes are 
excellent professional refinements the sort assign- 
ment the more clever students used for the late 
David Worcester his English 180, “The Development 
Satire.” Aside from these scholarly splendours, Neme- 
study the cultural decay this mid-century can 
best epitomized words from the middle the 
“It miscellaneous its nature, somewhat 
its conduct; and, perhaps, not over important 
end.” 

Catholics will, think, find the book distressing, not 
Within his limits—a heavily comic manner 
dealing with the clergy and religious well with 
prayer sort extension the manner early Bruce 
Marshall), the absence any positive and the 
total absence any expression which even implies human 
cosmic reverence—Nemerov seems fair 
his Catholic characters. True, the chief these, Father 
Meretruce, S.J., closer the spooky piety the 
novels and the comic gloom the celibate 
Anglican Shaw’s Getting Married than any one 
even seen Boston College. But all the religious—two 
Hungarian contemplatives well Sisters Charity and 
the “Bishop and speak accord with 
Catholic principles, which are given bookish, uningratia- 
ting, but not inaccurate exposition; suppose that have 
been more neutral would have betrayed Nemerov’s role 
ironic parrot conflicting ideas. Still, Catholics 
will not find the tone presentation agreeable; they 
will find the Hudibrastic approach the details con- 
ventual routine and mystical experience one not justified 
the results humor satiric Nemerov 
has been less scrupulously fair with the psychoanalyst, 
the representative figure that the format seems require. 
has been less than fair. The fact is, can’t 
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Blackett 


understand much the very great deal that Dr. Einman 
has say. 
Nemerov’s talented failure the intellectual novel signi- 
fies, perhaps, that the Huxley formula dating. Nemerov 
writes careful essays upon individual moments con- 
sciousness, institutional religion, mysticism, and 
sex, which unfair harrowing way likely 
reduce adolescent reader nauseous celibacy. These 
attempts resemble nothing much the self-conscious, 
taut little mots that have begun come from the younger 
contributers even the best little magazines. fiction 
this requires the delicacy technique and understanding 
shown Trilling’s The Middle the Journey, or, the 
satiric level, Mary McCarthy her forthcoming The 
Oasis. contrast, Nemerov’s book stew 
ideas, the kind distorting mirror provided the 
mind hastily prepared student just before compre- 
hensive exams. 

Joseph Cotter, 

John Carroll University, 

Cleveland, Ohio 


Blackett, Fear, War and the Bomb. Mili- 
tary and Political Consequences Atomic Energy. 
Whittlesey House. Feb. 14, 1949. 244p. $3.50. 


With debate over the value air bombing rising 
shrill crescendo (and intensified the dramatic halting 
work new “super” carrier Secretary Defense 
Louis Johnson) more Americans are seeking impartial 
and precise information this vital and terrible aspect 
modern warfare. spite the positive claims made 
our aggressive air-leaders there very noticeable 
tendency challenge the effectiveness “strategic bomb- 
ing,” that is, the bombing factories and installations far 
within enemy territory. Not long ago British General, 
Fuller, spoke critically this concept for warfare 
and more recently American expert, Major Hoffman 
Nickerson, echoed much the same view. Latest join 
the controversy and with considerable amplification the 
theme Blackett Manchester University. The 
fact that Britisher Blackett has been leader nuclear 
research and 1948 Nobel Prize-winner serves add 
weight his argument. 


The thesis this volume hard state for the approach 
multi-dimensional, however, general summary his 
views would give attention the following five points: 


The A-bomb not nearly lethal weapon the 
average American believes. has been led this 
erroneous conclusion his own government whose propa- 
ganda this score was really intended frighten the 
Russians. Further, says Professor Blackett, even the 
bomb had all claimed for it, there are far more dan- 
gerous weapons within the field biology; this area 
small states are the equal larger ones because heavy 
financial outlay necessary manufacture the necessary 
germs. 

The Acheson-Lilienthal plan for the control atomic 
energy and its sequel, the Baruch Plan, were actually dis- 
guised techniques for insuring American preponderance 
world affairs and the Russians behaved very sensibly 
summarily rejecting them. 

the absence agreement atomic energy the 
American government must share major responsibility 
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for the cold war which, incidentally, are currently 
the real aggressors. Russia has been forced create 
cordon sanitaire since depth defense and the Red army 
are the two best guarantees for successful defense case 
armed hostilities. 


The United States had constantly played the mili- 
tary implications and has deliberately played down the 
industrial potential atomic power. Since Russia rela- 
tively backward industrially she more interested 
using atomic energy for peace-time pursuits. 


Time with the Russians and they can afford wait! 


Other aspects, course, are brought the fore. Profes- 
sor Blackett believes that the American government used 
the A-bomb Japan not save American lives (as Tru- 
man and Churchill piously asseverated) but end the 
war before Russia could come for the kill. other 
words, even during the war our decisions were shaped 
large measure fear and suspicion our Russian ally. 
the process attacking American foreign policy many 
our policy-makers come for solid share criticism 
but none more roundly castigated than Henry Stimson. 
According the author Stimson illustrates the 
type whose statements departed wildly from the realm 
probability and plunged the world into fear psychosis. 


This difficult book assess for much the con- 
clusions hinge just what the A-bomb actually can do. 
has been over-rated then the Russians are behaving 
sensibly refusing any deal which 
position the slightest. Yet allowing full weight 
Blackett’s arguments the reader cannot escape many and 
serious misgivings. illustrate: even various American 
proposals for the control atomic energy were designed 
protect our position world affairs, presumably the 
expense the Russians, still fact paramount 
importance that for the first time history major nation 
voluntarily offered surrender its monopoly over new 
and potent weapon. Further, time running Russia’s 
advantage (point five supra) would not the 
Soviet’s further advantage get the know-how atomic 
bomb-making now equalize her immediate position 
with this What she would asked surrender 
would compensated the fact that the time gained 
would the critical present when the mould Europe 
being shaped. diplomacy the matter the right 
time often more important than the element the 
length time. Furthermore, when Professor Blackett 
asserts that Russia has been forced her present tactic 
setting friendly states near her borders (“friendly” 
equated with Communist-controlled) ignores the 
important fact that such process had been initiated long 
before the bomb and plans pertaining thereto had risen 
disturb Soviet-American tranquillity. Eastern Poland, 
Finland, and the Baltic States are cases point. The 
Atlantic Pact pointedly refutes his theory that western 
European states will dump they feel that theirs will 
the fighting grounds for another major war. Finally, 


Hoehn Index 


when Professor Blackett accuses being the 
the cold war seems that has failed 
assess the dynamic ideology which permeates the 
today. The control and use atomic energy are 
better world but the nature society itself and 
the dignity man himself are issues that far 
the means used achieve the proper goals 
society. Control the forest and not control 
single tree the real issue. 


From the foregoing should not inferred that Pro 
fessor Blackett has written poor book. the contran 
his opus will much cure our penchant 
wishful thinking. However, reader would well 


tackle this stimulating volume armed with sharpened 
pencils and prepared scroll many question marks 


the margin its pages. 
Clarence Walton, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


Hoehn, Matthew, O.S.B., Ed. Catholic 
St. Mary’s Abbey. Oct. 10, 1947. 812p. $10.00 


This volume contains 620 biographical sketches 
can, English, and foreign Catholic authors, 
ticularly for use source book for librarians. That the 
data contained within these sketches authentic 
sured the fact that all but few instances each 
sketch was submitted the biographee for verification 
all cases inquiring reader will find available 
these pages standard biographical information concernin: 
Catholic authors various levels interest and 
ity, lay and clerical, from Mauriac, Belloc, Waugh, Und 
set, Repplier, and Papini, down the scale the valiant 
numerous but little known champions Catholic letters 
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